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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A pharmaceutical composition comprising a carrier and a crosslinked, water 
insoluble polyallylamine homopolymer, wherein said polyallylamine 
5 homopolymer comprises repeat units represented by the structural formula: 




NH 2 

wherein n is an integer, and wherein the homopolymer is fully protonated, 
partially protonated or unprotonated. 

10 2. The pharmaceutical composition of Claim 1 , wherein said polyallylamine 
homopolymer is crosslinked with an epichlorohydrin crosslinking agent. 

3. The pharmaceutical composition of Claim 2, wherein the amount of said 
crosslinking agent is about 2% to about 20% by weight of the polymer. 

4. The pharmaceutical composition of Claim 1 , wherein said polyallylamine 
1 5 homopolymer is fully or partially protonated. 

5. The pharmaceutical composition of Claim 4, wherein said polyallylamine 
homopolymer is protonated with HC1. 

6. The pharmaceutical composition of Claim 5, wherein said polyallylamine 
homopolymer is partially protonated. 
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The pharmaceutical composition of Claim 1, wherein said pharmaceutical 
composition consists essentially of one or more carriers and said polyallylamine 
homopolymer. 

The pharmaceutical composition of Claim 1, wherein said pharmaceutical 
composition consists of one or more carriers and said polyallylamine 
homopolymer. 

The pharmaceutical composition of Claim 1, wherein said pharmaceutical 
composition is in the form of a tablet or a capsule. 

A method for removing phosphate from a patient, comprising orally 
administering to said patient a therapeutically effective amount of a composition 
comprising a crosslinked, water insoluble polyallylamine homopolymer, wherein 
said polyallylamine homopolymer comprises repeat units represented by the 
structural formula: 



wherein n is an integer, and wherein the homopolymer is fully protonated, 
partially protonated or unprotonated. 

The method of Claim 10, wherein said polyallylamine homopolymer is 
crosslinked with an epichlorohydrin crosslinking agent. 

The method of Claim 11, wherein the amount of said crosslinking agent is about 
2% to about 20% by weight of the polymer. 
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13. The method of Claim 10, wherein said polyallylamine homopolymer is fully or 
partially protonated. 

14. The method of Claim 13, wherein said polyallylamine homopolymer is 
protonated with HCL 



5 15. 



The method of Claim 14, wherein said polyallylamine homopolymer is partially 
protonated. 



